                             CROFT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

HELD AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 19th MAY 2020
ON THE ONLINE MEETING PLATFORM ZOOM


Present:
Councillor Bland MBE (Chair) 
Councillors, Allen MBE, Cummerson, Partington, Griffiths, Thewsey.
Apologies:. Borough Councillor Davidson.
2021/1
Code of Conduct – Declarations of Interest.
None declared
2021/2
Appointment of Chairman for 2020/21

Resolved 
Councillor Norman Partington be appointed Chairman for the municipal year 2020/21.
Councillor Partington then Chaired the meeting.

2021/3
Appointment of Vice Chairman for 2020/21

Resolved.


Councillor Carole Thewsey be appointed Vice Chairman for the municipal year 2020/21
2021/4
Appointment of representative to the Village Hall Committee.

Resolved


That Councillor Thewsey represents the Parish Council.

2021/5 
Minutes of the meeting held 18th Feb 2020 

Resolved

Approved.
2021/6
Matters arising from the minutes. 

2020/207-Gerrard Road flooding
It was agreed that Borough Councillors would be contacted to raise the matter further with Warrington Borough Council.

2020/226 Stone Pit Lane proposed Caravan Site.
A decision has not yet been made on the proposed Caravan Site. Members will be informed once a decision has been reached. 
2021/7
Traffic – Stone Pit Lane.
Councillor Allen informed members that there has been an increase in waste haulage vehicles using Stone Pit Lane on their way to the former Kenyon Railway Station site.
The Clerk was asked to bring this matter to the attention of Warrington BC.

Prior to the meeting, a number of documents were circulated to Members for their consideration at this meeting. The documents for which Members’ approval was sought are as follows:-

2021/8
Standing Orders 2020/21


Resolved


Approved.

2021/9
Safeguarding Public Money


Resolved


Approved.

2021/10
Parish Council Risk Assessment.


Resolved


Approved.
2021/11
Litter Picking Risk Assessment

Resolved


Approved.

2021/12
Financial Regulations 2020/21


Resolved


Approved.

2021/13
Asset Register 2020/21


Resolved


Approved.

2021/14
Insurance schedule


Resolved


Approved.

2021/15
Members Code of Conduct.


Resolved


Approved.

2021/16
Complaints Policy


Resolved


Approved.

2021/17
Financial Support Policy.


Resolved


Approved.


2021/18
Financial Investment.
Resolved 
that the investments with Warrington Borough Council and NatWest Bank, each of which is rated ‘A’ by Moody’s, be confirmed and approved.


2021/19
Review of Investments.
After discussions about risks associated with investments, the Councillors decided to invest the Parish Council’s reserve with a bank. Clerk to research and report back.


2021/20 
Correspondence.
Noted.

2021/21
Fly Tipping Signs – Main Lane.
Members approved the draft sign, an image of which had been circulated. The Clerk was asked to contact Warrington BC to seek their approval of the sign’s wording before an order is placed.

2021/22
Playing Field signs.
Members noted that there have been incidents of dogs being exercised on the Playing Field.
Members asked that new signs be acquired and placed conspicuously to help prevent such activity.


221/23
Soft Pour at the Playing Field.
The Clerk reported that the soft pour has again shrunk. It is now being watered.
Members agreed that quotes for repair work should be sought.


2021/24
Financial Reports to end March 2020.
The Councillors noted that at the year-end the Council’s reserve had increased by £17,952.21.
Resolved
that the budget monitoring, bank statements, bank reconciliation and credits payments list of £4,499.08 be approved.


2021/25
Delayed bank statements.
The Clerk reported that complaints have been made to NatWest about the delays in receiving the current account statement.  The bank has agreed to take remedial action.
Cllr. Partington agreed to obtain copies of the bank statements if the problem persists.


2021/26 
NIC Call for Evidence.
Cllr. Partington volunteered to edit the circulated reply and forward it to the Clerk for submission by 29th May.


2021/27
Extra space at CYAC.
Resolved 
that the £1,400 charge from Warrington BC agreed in consultation with the then Chair in respect of 2019/20 utilities costs and extra space at CYAC be approved.


Members’ referrals


2021/28
Playing Field Fence
Cllr. Thewsey reported that there is a gap in the fence at the far side of the Playing Field. The Clerk was asked for the fence to be repaired.

2021/29
Lady Lane.
Cllr. Griffiths asked Warrington Borough Council be asked again to re-investigate waste overflows on to Lady Lane. It was suggested that the Environment Agency be contacted to establish if the conditions posed any threat to the local water supply. Cllr Thewsey volunteered to undertake that task.

2021/30
Boundary Cottage.
It was noted that work was being undertaken at the above property on Wigshaw Lane.
It was feared that the boundary stone had been removed. There was concern that a newly built wall encroached public land.
The Clerk was asked to report the matters to Warrington Borough Council.


2021/31
Houghton Green Pool.
There have been reports of anti-social behaviour involving off-road motor bikes, alcohol and drugs at and around the above location.
A fence has been damaged and concrete bollards removed.
It was speculated that the bollard removal could make the cross country route between Delph Lane and Mill House Lane a means for motor cyclists to evade Police.


2021/32
Public Rights of Way.
Cllr Allen advised that a missing signpost was causing an issue along Wildings Old Lane. 
Cllr. Allen also advised that a farmer had spread manure on a public right of way.
The Clerk was asked to bring both matters to the Warrington BC’s attention.

2021/33
Planning Enforcement.
The Clerk was asked to contact Councillor Grime to see if she will explain the reason for inconsistent approach to planning enforcement.

2021/34
2020/36936 3 Heath Lane, WA3 7DH.
Discharge of Condition-CONDITION 1- Planning permission will be implemented BEFORE 29/11/2022
CONDITION 2 - Compliance condition to be confirmed on completion
CONDITION 3 - Construction works restriction times to be strictly adhered to.
CONDITION 4 - See Terra Consult Report regarding Remediation Strategy and Verification Plan
ref 4833/L03-1/JL
CONDITION 5 - See Terra Consult Reports phase 2 Site Investigation and appendices A-I
CONDITION 6 - See Hepworth Acoustic Report
CONDITION 7 - See structural engineers drainage design drg no. GK 2036/100
CONDITION 8 - See PAB drg no. showing visibility splays 1942-SK-05
CONDITION 9 - See PAB drg no. vehicular access 1942-SK-05
CONDITION 10 - See PAB drg no. 2mx2m visibility splays 1942-SK-05
CONDITION 11 - Compliance condition to be confirmed on completion- No gates or obstruction to
entrance.
CONDITION 12 - Compliance condition to be confirmed on completion - parking to be constructed
prior to occupation
CONDITION 13 -- Compliance condition to be confirmed on completion - garage not be converted
unless planning approval is applied for and granted to do so.
CONDITION 14 - Electric vehicle charging point to be located in garage
on previously approved application 2019/35794.

Resolved.

No objection

2021/35    2020/36905 – Blakeley Farm, Wigshaw Lane, WA3 4AG.
Householder - Removal of front porch and construction of two new front porches. Proposed construction of rear orangery extension (including first floor terrace area). Proposed adaptation of existing flat garage roof to mansard roof. Proposed internal adaptations. Proposed replacement of windows.

Resolved


No objection
2021/36
2020/36908 - Orford House, Lady Lane, WA3 7AY.
Householder Proposed Installation of a 1.8m high timber fence along front boundary.

Resolved


No objection.


2021/37
2020/36902 - 10, Main Lane, WA3 7EE.
Section 192 Certificate - Proposed Outbuilding as Garden Store and Garage


Resolved.

No objection.

2021/38
2020/36890 - 137, Kenyon Lane,  WA3 4AY.
Lawful Development Certificate - Front, side & rear extension.


Resolved.

No Objection.

2021/39
2020/36881 Kenyon Lane Barn, Kenyon Lane, WA3 7DU.
Class Q Prior approval – change of use of existing buildings to use as a single dwelling house including associated works.
Resolved.
The Parish Council observed that the access to Kenyon Lane is likely to be problematic. The entrance is right on a dangerous bend where traffic travels quite fast and this is on the convex side of the bend where visibility is very poor. It is difficult to recommend where else from this land an alternative access could be made which would be safer.
The Parish Council requested that a solution for this matter be included within the proposal.
The Borough Council advised “that WBC Transportation will be commenting on the proposal in relation to highway safety.”

2021/40
2020/36824 21, Lady Lane WA3 7AY.
Lawful development certificate – a replacement of the existing conservatory on the same size footprint and does not project more than 4 metres from the existing wall.

Resolved.

No objection.
 
2021/41
2020/36692 Gresley House, Mustard Lane, WA3 7BG.
Householder – proposed domestic extension and remodelling of an existing detached dwelling to include removal of the single storey garage to provide new kitchen, utilities and dining area with first floor extension above to provide master bedroom suite.Two storey rear extension, proposed attached garage. External elevation to be remodelled and render coat with contemporary features.


Resolved.

No objection.

2021/42
2020/3673115 Emerald Drive,WA37AD.
Householder – Proposed single storey rear extension.


Resolved


No objection.

2021/43
2020/36494 15A Lord Street, WA3 7DB.
Full Planning – Proposed porch extension and internal amendments.


Resolved.

No objection.

2021/44
2020/36531 95 Mustard Lane, WA3 7BD. 
Full Planning – Proposed removal of existing conservatory, lowering of existing rear extension roof and extension at first floor to create additional bedroom space.


Resolved.

No objection.

2021/45
2020/36616 Cherry Tree Farm, Cross Lane, WA3 7AR.
Householder – Proposed rear and side dormers, installation of roof windows and new window to garage.


Resolved


No objection.

2021/46
2020/36383 19 Smithy Brow WA3 7DA.
Lawful development certificate (Section 192) Proposed lowering of the existing ceiling of the first floor bedroom 2. En-suite and dressing room. The construction of a new rear dormer window and gable wall with associated.  

Resolved.

No objection.
2021/47
Future Parish Council Meetings.
Resolved 
that for the foreseeable future, while the coronavirus pandemic places those attending public meetings at risk, the meeting should be held remotely using Zoom. The Clerk to buy a twelve month Zoom licence to facilitate this arrangement.
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