                             CROFT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

HELD AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 18th JUNE 2019
AT THE CROFT VILLAGE MEMORIAL HALL, MUSTARD LANE, CROFT


Present:
Councillor Bland MBE (Chair) 
Councillors, Partington, Cummerson, Griffiths, Thewsey.

Apologies: Cllr Allen MBE.
  
Part 1 
2020/53
Code of Conduct – Declarations of Interest.
None.
2020/54
Minutes of the meeting held 21st May 2019
Resolved 
Approved.
 

2020/55
Annual Internal Audit.
The internal auditor, JDH Business Services Ltd, have completed their examination of the Parish Council’s records. It was noted that all previous recommendations have been implemented and complied with. There are no recommendations to implement following this year’s audit. Members were asked to read and approve the internal audit report.
Resolved
Approved.
2020/56
Approval of Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2018/19 for submission to external auditor.
Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2018/19.
The financial values on the AGAR have been inspected and agreed by the internal auditor. They show the Parish Council’s expenditure and income for 2018/19 alongside the equivalent 2017/18 values. The Chair and RFO were required to certify the return but before that approval could be sought, the Parish Council had to make an assessment of the financial safeguards that were in place to protect the Council’s finances and assets. 

Members were asked to consider and respond to the questions listed in AGAR Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2018/19.
Before making their judgement, Members were reminded that:

A/ in May 2018, they approved:
Safeguarding Public Money – minute 2019/36;
Standing Orders – minute 2019/37;
Financial Regulations – minute 2019/38;
Risk Assessment – minute 2019/40; and
Asset Register – minute 2019/41
Members have revisited and approved these documents and procedures in May 2019.
B/ The Parish Council received regular budget monitoring statements. 
C/ The Parish Council’s rules and procedures were followed in 2018/19 and adherence to them has been reviewed by the internal auditor.
D/ As mentioned in 2020/55 above, the internal auditor also noted that all previous recommendations have been implemented and complied with.

Resolved
that the questions listed in AGAR Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2018/19 be answered in the affirmative except for question 9 to which ‘not applicable’ should be answered and that the Chair and Clerk be authorised to sign it.

2020/57   Approval of Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2018/19 for submission to external auditor.
Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2018/19.
Members were asked to approve AGAR Section 2 Accounting Statement 2018/19 which had been signed by the Responsible Financial Officer. 
Members were advised that the values shown were full year values. 

Members had seen the 2018/19 figures develop over the year in the budget monitoring statements.


Members were advised to examine also the variance analysis comparing significant movements between the financial years 2018/19 and 2017/18. 


Members were asked to approve the certification of the financial statement. Once approved and signed, the AGAR 2018/19 will be submitted to the external auditor.
Resolved

that AGAR Section 2 Accounting Statement 2018/19 be approved and the Chair be authorised to sign it.
2020/58    Publication of AGAR 2018/19.

In accordance with regulations, notification of residents’ rights to inspect the financial records will be posted online and on the noticeboards the day before the inspection period starts. 
The inspection period will last 30 consecutive working days.
2020/59
HS2 Update.
Members were addressed by Alison Blakeway from HS2 who introduced herself as the new contact for the Parish Council. Ms Blakeway was unable to provide any update on the proposed closure of Wigshaw Lane.
Link to HS2 sites will be provided to the Parish Council for posting on the website.
2020/60    Parish Plan Scrutiny Committee.

A committee, independent of the Parish Council is needed to monitor progress of the Parish Plan. In July’s edition of Culcheth Life the Parish Council has invited Croft residents to volunteer for that role. The Chair also asked for any volunteers from residents present at the meeting.

2020/61
Cross Lane South Trees

Cllr. Thewsey reported that a large number of trees had been removed on the land between the Cross Lane Cemetery and the motorway, which has led to a large increase in road traffic volume for the surrounding houses.


Resolved.


Clerk to contact Highways England
2020/62
Traffic Congestion – St Lewis’ Primary School.

Cllr. Griffiths had been contacted by a resident concerned about traffic congestion by St Lewis’ Primary School at drop off/pick up times. He advised that he has spoken with a Governor at the school and that the Head Teacher has enlisted the support of the local PCSO and that the issue appears to be resolving itself. 

2020/63
Clerk’s Report - correspondence.
Noted.
2020/64
Warrington Borough Council Polling Districts Review.

There were no changes listed for the Croft District polling area. 
Resolved.
Approved.
2020/65
Speed Activated Road Sign.  
WBC have informed the Clerk that while they are happy to work in conjunction with the Parish Council on additional speed signs, careful consideration on location for the signs would be needed to minimise impact on residents. WBC advised that new signs would need to be placed on a suitably wide pavement in an area with adequate light exposure.
Resolved 
That the Clerk will contact WBC Highways Team to request they suggest some suitable locations.
2020/66
Heath Lane boundary fence.
WBC have advised the Clerk that they have now identified the owner of the property and are working to arrange a meeting with them to resolve the issue.
Matters Arising from the Minutes.

2020/67    Septic Tanks on Lady Lane.
Environmental Health have visited the site and advised the Clerk that the drain was working correctly. There was no sewage contamination and just some surface water run off caused by recent heavy rains.

2020/68    Cross Lane Bench.
A meeting has been arranged with a representative from WBC to assess a suitable location for the bench.



2020/69
Croft Carnival.

The Clerk requested approval that the Croft Carnival Committee be allowed to use the Playing Field car park prior to and on the day of the Croft Carnival.


Resolved


Approved.


2020/70
Christmas Lights Switch On.
The Clerk suggested a date be set for the Christmas Lights switch on so that administrative preparations can begin.
Resolved
That the Christmas Lights be switched on 29th November.
2020/71
Appointment of the Internal Auditor.
Members were asked to approve the reappointment of JDH Business Services as the Parish Council internal auditor for 2019/20.

Resolved.


Approved.


2020/72
Financial Reports.
The budget monitoring report, together with bank statements were presented to Members in their packs. 

The creditors list of £7,135.42 was also presented. At the time of the meeting, the bank statements for May had not been received.


Resolved.

The financial papers were approved.

2020/73
Planning Application 2019/34596 Eaves Farmhouse, Cross Lane, WA3 7AR.
Full Planning - Proposed demolition of existing dwelling and new dwelling with alterations to existing access to include vehicle gated access.

This now re-described planning application was discussed briefly at the last meeting when Councillors requested that the borough council should provide more information.
The borough council uploaded the new description and information to the website and Members were advised that they could still comment on the application.

Resolved.


That the Clerk will object to the application and also seek the assistance of Borough Councillors.

2020/74
Planning Application 2019/35009 15A Lord Street WA3 7DB.
Householder – Proposed ground and first floor extension to rear, including rear balcony.
Resolved. 
Objected, on the grounds of over development.





2020/75
Planning Application 2019/35044, 2 Dam Lane Croft, WA3 7HF.

Householder – Proposed single storey flat roof extension with balcony including glass balustrade.

Resolved.
No Objection.
2020/76
Planning Application 2019/35067 103 Heath Lane, WA3 7DT.
Full Planning – Proposed replacement dwelling with new dormer bungalow, new access arrangements and associated landscaping.


Resolved.

No Objection.


2020/77
Planning Application 2019/35204 618 A & B, Warrington Road, WA3 6BG.
Section 191 (Existing Lawful Development Certificate) – Use of land for residential purposes including construction and occupation of 2 no. detached dwellings together with access roads. 

Resolved.

There was no opportunity to comment on this application.


Recess.


2020/78
Borough Councillors.
A resident asked if there was a Borough Councillor representing Croft Parish as there had no Borough Councillor attending at Parish Council meetings for some time.

Resolved.

Clerk to contact the Borough Councillors.

2020/79
Sandy Lane Traffic – access to Heath Lane.
It was asked if a mirror on a pole could be erected at the above junction to allow drivers to see oncoming traffic.
Resolved.

Clerk to enquire with WBC.

2020/80
Toilet Block.


It was suggested that review of the plans for the toilet block should take place within the forthcoming months.


Resolved.


Clerk to seek advice from local resident
2020/81 
LENDEF Minutes.


Concerns were raised that proposals being made at LENDEF meetings could have a negative impact on Croft Village.

Resolved.


Cllr Partington to contact Helen Jones MP and the Clerk to contact Borough Councillors
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