                             CROFT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 18th MAY 2021.

Present:
Councillor Partington (Chair) 
Councillors, Allen MBE, Bland MBE, Campbell, Farnsworth, Sharpe.
Apologies: Cheshire Constabulary.

2022/25
Code of Conduct – Declarations of Interest.
None declared.


2022/26
Appointment of Chair for 2021/22.
Cllr. Bland was nominated as Chair for 2021/22.
Cllr. Bland accepted the nomination.
Resolved
that Cllr. Bland be Chair for 2021/22.


Cllr. Bland Chaired the meeting from this point.


2022/27
Appointment of Deputy Chair for 2021/22.
Cllr. Campbell was nominated as Deputy Chair for 2021/22.

Cllr. Campbell accepted the nomination.
Resolved
that Cllr. Campbell be Deputy Chair for 2021/22.


2022/28
Appointment of Representative to the Village Hall Committee.
Resolved
that Cllr. Sharpe represents the Parish Council on the Village Hall Committee.


2022/29
Appointment of Representatives to the Culcheth Education Foundation Trust.
Resolved
That Cllr.s Allen and Bland represent the Parish Council on the Culcheth Education Foundation Trust.
 
2022/30
Minutes of the Meeting held 20th April 2021.

Resolved


Minutes approved.

2022/31
Matters arising from the minutes.
2022/4 Gullies.
Residents reported that despite the presence of gully cleaners in the area not all the blocked gullies were being cleaned.
See also Minute 2022/51 (below). 
2022/5 Dog fouling. 
Councillors agreed to reimburse Usincroft for the purchase of dog waste bags that are being made available to encourage dog walkers to pick up their dogs’ waste. 
2022/9 Painting of Play Equipment.
The second contractor has failed to respond to emails.
The Clerk has contacted Warrington BC and asked if they can recommend any painting contractors. Two names were supplied, one of which is the contractor who was originally awarded the job.
2022/11 Dead Land..
No information has been forthcoming from the resident. The land in question is located on the far side of a gulley in the Playing Field.
Councillors agreed that no further action needed to be taken.
2022/12 Mill House Lane Speeding & Motorway Noise.
Highways England has replied to the Parish Council’s email. They advised that the mitigation in place is ‘low noise surfacing’. That was installed in 2003. A full resurfacing of the carriageway is currently planned for 2023/24.
Warrington BC has not responded to the Parish Council’s email about speeding.
2022/13 Parking at Round Thorn.
A local resident has continued their struggle to get resolution to this long-standing issue. Proposals have been received from Torus and interested parties are scheduled to meet at the Parish Council meeting on 15th June.
The Clerk reported that given the Covid restrictions that will be in place on 15th June, a room of sufficient capacity to accommodate all those likely to attend is not available locally. The Parish Council does not have the authority to hold remote meetings. The Parish Council was keen that its inability to host the meeting should not impair progress and agreed that it could hold its Parish Council meeting on a different date if that enabled all parties to attend a ‘Round Thorn’ meeting - perhaps convened remotely – by a third party. The Parish Council would be keen to be represented at such a meeting. There was the possibility that Round Thorn could be resolved before the 15th June. 
The Clerk was asked to update the resident and see what arrangements they could make with Torus and other residents.


2022/32
General Data Protection Awareness Checklist for Councillors; & Councillor Privacy Notice.
The documents were read and signed by Councillors.


2022/33
Councillor Code of Conduct.
Resolved 
Approved.


2022/34
 Register of Members’ Interests.
The documents were completed and signed by Councillors.



2022/35
Standing Orders.
Resolved
Approved.



2022/36
Financial Regulations.
Resolved
Approved.

2022/37
Safeguarding Public Money.
Resolved
Approved.

2022/38
Financial & Management Risk Assessment.
Resolved
Approved.

2022/39
Litter Picking Risk Assessment.
Resolved
Approved.

2022/40
Complaints Policy.
Resolved
Approved.

2022/41
Financial Support Policy
Resolved
Approved.

2022/42
Asset Register
Resolved
Approved
2022/43
2021/22 Annual Budget
Noted.

2022/44
New Bank Account
Members noted the email from Nationwide confirming that the new account had been opened.


2022/45 
Financial Statements
Members were advised that the bank statements to the end of April had not been received.
Members were presented with the creditors cheque payment list for May totalling £3,682.48.
Resolved
that the creditors cheque payment list for May totalling £3,628.48 be approved.



2022/46
NatWest Accounts – removal of authorised signatories.
Members were advised that the authorised signatories list of the Parish Council’s NatWest accounts now needs updating. 
Resolved
to approve the removal of the following from the authorised signatories for the NatWest bank accounts.
Mr. Martyn D Griffiths
Mrs. Constance M. Cummerson.


2022/47
NatWest Accounts – addition of authorised signatories.
Members were invited to approve the addition of the newly elected Councillors to the authorised signatories of the NatWest Accounts.
Resolved
that the following three Councillors be added to the authorised signatory list for the NatWest bank accounts:
Cllr. Paul T. Campbell.
Cllr. Gary I. Farnsworth.
Cllr. Philip Sharpe.


2022/48
Nationwide Account – removal of authorised signatory.
Resolved
to approve the removal of the following from the authorised signatories for the Nationwide account.
Mrs. Constance M. Cummerson.


2022/49
Nationwide Account – addition of authorised signatories.
Resolved
to approve the addition of the following to the authorised signatories for the Nationwide account.
Cllr. Valerie M. Allen MBE.
Cllr.Keith Bland MBE.
Cllr. Paul T. Campbell.
Cllr. Gary I. Farnsworth.
Cllr. Philip Sharpe.


2022/50 
Insurance
Members noted the Parish Council’s insurance cover for 2021/22.


2022/51
Correspondece – Blocked street gulley.

A resident sent an email relaying the conversation they had with a Warrington BC officer about a blocked gulley outside their house. The officer advised that Warrington BC would not be doing anything about it as the gulley was not linked to the drains but was a ‘soak away’.
Cllr.Allen asked the Clerk to forward to her the list compiled by Usincroft of blocked drains so that, in her capacity as a Borough Councillor, she could take the matter up with the borough council’s senior officers.

2022/52
Agenda Papers
With the exception of Planning Applications, Members decided they would like to receive their agenda papers in a physical form.
Members heard that under the borough council’s time frames, some planning applications need a response before the next Parish Council meeting. In those circumstances, the planning application will be circulated electronically to all Members who will advise all other Parish Councillors and the Clerk of their views on the application. On the basis of the majority of the Councillors’ views a response will be sent to the borough council. The response will be brought to the next meeting for formal approval.
Resolved
that the Clerk be granted delegated power to respond on behalf of the Parish Council to planning applications that need comments before the next Parish Council meeting. The response is to be based on Councillors’ majority view. The response will be brought to the next Parish Council meeting for formal approval.

2022/53
Planning Application 2021/39106 4, Emerald Drive WA3 7AD.
Householder – Proposed two storey rear extension.
Resolved
No objection.


2022/54
Planning Application 2021/39311 7 New Lane, WA3 7JJ.
Lawful development certificate – proposed single storey side extension.
Resolved
no objection.

2022/55
Planning Application 2021/39313 7 New Lane, WA3 7JJ.
Householder Prior approval – proposed single storey rear extension to extend beyond the rear wall by 7.9m, height 3.62 and height of the eaves to be 3.27m.
Resolved
Object on the grounds of overdevelopment in the greenbelt and that the proposal doubles the existing structures footprint.

2022/56
Planning Application 2021/39297 Kenyon Lane Barn WA3 7DU.
Non-material amendment – amended plans. Substitution of approved plan as per condition no.1(b) associated to 2020/36881 (change of use single dwelling house).
Resolved
no objection.


2022/57
Planning Application 2021/39190 Merefield, Warrington Road WA3 6DB.
Section 191 Lawful development certificate – previous extension to the rear of the main residence and construction of an outbuilding. Resolved
no objection.




Members Referrals

2022/58
Kenyon Lane – Pedestrian struck by van.
It was reported that a pedestrian on the footpath was clipped, and thankfully not seriously injured by a van’s mirror. The accident occurred because of vegetation and undergrowth the footpath has become so narrow.
This is the second time such an incident has happened on Kenyon Lane.
Cllr. Allen will raise the matter with Warrington BC and the Clerk is to do likewise.
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