                             CROFT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

HELD AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 19th DECEMBER 2019
AT THE CROFT VILLAGE MEMORIAL HALL, MUSTARD LANE, CROFT


Present:
Councillor Bland MBE (Chair) 
Councillors, Partington, Cummerson, Griffiths, Thewsey.
Apologies:. Borough Councillor Davidson, Police.
Part 1 
2020/181
Code of Conduct – Declarations of Interest.
2020/182
Minutes of the meeting held 19th November 2019
Resolved 
Approved.

2020/183
Matters arising from the minutes:

2020/161: Cross Lane Bench 
The Clerk has been informed by Warrington Borough Council that a likely timeframe for the bench to be moved is January or February 2020.


2020/114: Heath Lane Speed Camera 
The Clerk has received a quote of some £3,000 (plus installation and bluetooth) for a speed camera capable of recording the volume and speed of traffic. There was an option of a three year warranty costing £450 per sign. Cllrs agreed that 2 speed activated signs were needed to collect the data from each side of the road.

Resolved


the Clerk to order and arrange for the installation on Heath Lane of 2 of the bluetooth enabled speed activated road signs each with a 3 year warranty at a cost in the region of £7,620.

2020/163 – Winwick Lane weight order. 
The Clerk informed members that the Parish Council objection to this proposal had been submitted.


2020/181 – Parking at local schools. 
The Clerk spoke with Mark Tune of WBC who advised that officers had attended both schools and had not witnessed any evidence of problematic parking. Mr Tune requested that residents send in any examples of cars parked in an obstructive manner as officers are unable to attend regularly. 
2020/184
Police Report.

Police time has been allocated to investigating a number of daytime burglaries in the Croft and Culcheth area. In Croft in November there was: 
1 recorded incident of antisocial behaviour;
3 Burglaries resulting in 2 cars being taken; and 
1 incidence of dirt bikes being ridden along Dam Lane.




2020/185  Clerk’s Report. 

Correspondence was noted. 


The Clerk informed Members about a request for the Parish Council to support a parliamentary bill linked to an electricity scheme looking to support local electricity. Cllr. Partington informed Members that the bill had not made progress before  Parliament closed so will not progress further. 
2020/186  Financial Report. 

Members were presented with the financial reports for the months of October & November. The reports included; 
budget monitoring statements to the end of October and November;
a monthly summary by expenditure and income type:
balanced bank reconciliations to the end of October and November;
balanced detailed bank reconciliations for each of August, September, October & November. 
The creditors lists for each month were as follows:

August - £4,274.78


September - £6,022.10


October - £3,503.40


November - £4,844.15


Resolved.


Approved.


Planning Applications.

2020/187
2019/36512 Sirocco, Mustard Lane, WA3 7BG. (Circulated prior to the meeting)

Full Planning – Proposed replacement of double field gate with single field gate. 

Members were addressed by a resident who informed them that the application was to enable them to discharge the conditions of a previous application. The resident informed Members that they were welcome to attend the site if they wished. 

Resolved. 


Members not to withdraw their objection.
2020/188  2019/35351 618A Warrington Road (The Owls)
Discharge of Condition - Proposed Discharge of Condition 2(Contaminated Land A, Characterisation. B, Remediation and Verification strategy. C, Remediation and Validation) On application 2019/35351.
Resolved.

No objection. 





Recess.

2020/189  Pavement overgrowth. 
A resident reported that the pavement on Main Lane North is now very narrow due to overgrowth. 


Resolved.


Clerk to report.
2020/190  Trees blown down.
It was reported that trees near Spring Lane & Millhouse Lane had blown down in high winds and  crushed Highways England fencing.
2020/191
Fly Tipping.
Fly Tipping was reported on Deacons Close.
Members Referrals. 

2020/192  
Speed activated road sign – Mustard Lane
Cllr. Allen reported that the speed sign on Mustard Lane does 

not work when she passes it.
Resolved.

Clerk to investigate.

2020/193  Ditch near Turret Hall Farm.
Cllr. Allen noted that the ditch outside of Turret Hall Farm has been filling and flooding recently. 


Resolved.


Clerk to report the matter.
2020/194
Gritting of – Kenyon Lane
Cllr Partington informed members that a resident had contacted him to request a grit bunker at the end of Main Lane

Resolved.


Clerk to request that the area be gritted. If this is not possible, Clerk to request that a grit bunker be installed.

Part 2.

2020/195  Setting the Precept.

Resolved

Members set the Precept for the year 2020/21 at £72,980. They added to the proposed budget £6,790 to cover employee costs and consultancy costs. The existing £15,000 reserve for works at the playing field was increased to £25,000. 
2020/196  CYAC Funding Request.


Members discussed a request for additional funding from CYAC. The Chair informed members that he would speak to the CYAC committee. 
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