                             CROFT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

HELD AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 16th FEBRUARY 2021
ON THE ONLINE MEETING PLATFORM ZOOM


Present:
Councillor Partington (Chair) 
Councillors, Allen MBE, Bland MBE, Cummerson, Thewsey, Griffiths.
Borough Councillor Davidson
Apologies: Borough Councillor Grime, Cheshire Constabulary.
2021/200
Code of Conduct – Declarations of Interest.
None declared
2021/201
Minutes of the Meeting held 19th January 2021

Resolved


Approved.
2021/202
Matters arising from the minutes
Under Minute 2021/184.

2021/171 Travellers.
No updates received.
Members asked that another reminder for information be sent to Warrington BC.
In a broader discussion it was noted that the Travellers had set up encampments in the general area.
Members asked that the Warrington BC working group tasked with identifying a suitable site for a designated traveller site should have on it a ward councillor for Croft, Culcheth & Glazebury. This was considered important in light of the frequency of travellers setting up illegal camps in Croft.
Cllr. Davidson offered to take up with Professor Broomhead the failure of Warrington to provide the promised updates. Cllr. Davidson said she would offer to become a Member of the borough council’s traveller site working group.
2021/147 Fly Tipping signs.
No updates received.
Members asked that another reminder for information be sent to Warrington BC.
2021/149 Speed activated road signs.
The signs were removed for upgrading. Bluetooth access has been enabled though not yet activated.
2021/190 New banking provision.
Given the paperwork involved and the impending elections Members were asked if, until after the elections, only two Parish Councillors should be nominated as account signatories.
Resolved
that Cllr.s Cummerson and Partington should be the nominated signatories until a new Parish Council is sitting.
2021/196 Toilet Block.
Useful contacts have been made with Warrington BC officers. They have indicated that the borough council would be prepared to tender to undertake demolition work. Such work would likely cost £10,000 to £15,000. They advised that specialist professional advice would be needed by the Parish Council to navigate the planning process and to determine and oversee the works to be undertaken.
2021/195 Footpath issue.
No updates received.
2021/199 Ultrafast broadband.
Cllr. Partington advise that Mr. Paul Harland of Openreach had briefed a meeting of Councillors.
Mr Harland informed that sufficient commitments had been received to cover the cost of the ultrafast broadband installation. Work should be completed by the end of June 2021 and residents should place orders with their service providers from April.


2021/203
Parish Plan.
Members noted the progress detailed in the Clerk’s update report and the points raised in Cllr. Allen’s email.
Members asked that the Chair of the Parish Plan Group be asked to convene a meeting of the Group on a quarterly basis to monitor progress. Members asked for the two papers (above) be forwarded to the Chair of the Group.
Members suggested that any works that the Parish Council undertakes that are linked to the Parish Plan should be noted as such in the minutes.


2021/204
Flooding
The Parish Council expressed its great concern at the flooding experienced by the Parish in recent weeks. 
Blocked roadside gullies and culverts that had not been maintained properly were factors contributing to the severity of the flood.
It was noted that the Borough Council’s gully cleaning machine had been active in the Parish recently but a resident commented that simply emptying the gully would not clear it of obstructions in the drain. Pressure washing was also needed.
The liability arising from collapsed drains if the Parish Council commissioned cleaning work prohibited such work.
Members asked that an officer of Warrington BC attend a future Parish Council meeting. Their remit would be to advise of the actions being taken to mitigate against flooding events in the area and to describe the borough council’s plan for further flood defences in the Croft Parish area.


2021/205
Parish Website.
Netwise, the company which provides and manages the site has introduced some presentational and functional changes recently. This has resulted in extra work for the Deputy Clerk in assessing the changes and then moving its documents to the appropriate locations on the site.
Members were keen to have the site as up-to-date as possible and asked that community groups should be featured. Members were advised that a recent drive with the groups for such engagement had had little success.


2021/206
Correspondence
Noted. 


2021/207
Play equipment Quarterly Inspection.
The report by HAGS SMP was inspected and noted.
The Clerk advised that remedial work was planned and asked if Members would agree to a change in the scheduling of the work. This would mean that the safety surface was replaced before painting was undertaken. Members agreed to that proposal.


2021/208
Invitation to renew play equipment inspection contract.
The 2021 proposal from HAGS SMP stands at £110 +VAT per quarter. That is the same as the 2020 cost.
Other suppliers were contacted and while their prices were broadly comparable, they did no offer the full inspection of the Scorpion equipment within their price. They also expressed the view that they may have difficulty obtaining any needed spare parts from the original equipment supplier.
Resolved
the proposal from HAGs SMP be accepted.


2021/209
Playing Field Drainage – linked to Parish Plan item 17.
Under Financial regulation 11 a (v) Members considered an estimate from David J Platt Landscapes Limited in the sum of £2,716.20 for the provision of additional drainage in the Playing Field.
Resolved
That the estimate of £2,716.20 from David J Platt Landscapes Limited be accepted.


2021/210
Replacement Trees in the Playing Field – linked to Parish Plan item 2.
Members considered the proposed trees and 
Resolved
that one each of the following varieties be planted:
Hornbeam 10
Swedish Whitebeam 10 and
Red Maple 10.


2021/211
Annual Insurance Premium
Resolved
That the insurance policy provided by Zurich Municipal in the sum of £1,294.44 be accepted.








2021/212
Financial Reports.
The financial statements for December 2020 and January 2021 were presented.
The reports showed that at December the Parish Council was £14,216.91 under budget and £10,066.14 under budget at January.
The cheques to be issued for February totalled £6,398.01 
Resolved
Approved


2021/213 Planning Application 2021/38586 Stone Platt, Cross Lane, WA3 7AR.
TPO – Proposed felling of Elm tree.
Resolved
no objection. In light of its desire to preserve and enhance the environment the Parish Council would like a replacement tree to be planted.


2021/214 Planning Application 2021/38686 Land adjacent to 21 Lady Lane, WA3 7AY.
Full planning – Proposed infill development of one detached dwelling.
Resolved
Object on the grounds that this a proposed development in the green belt. The Parish Council believes that development within the green belt should be approved only if there are exceptional circumstances and this application does not meet that criteria.


2012/215
Planning Application 2021/38639 25, Wadeson Way, WA3 7JW.
Householder – Proposed single storey rear extension.
Resolved
No objection.


2012/216
Planning Application 2021/38525 Blakeley Farm, Wigshaw Lane, WA3 4AG
Class Q Prior Approval – Proposed change of use from agricultural building to dwellings including building operations.
Cllr. Allen declared an interest in this application and took no part in the discussion.
Noted.


2021/217
Planning Application 2021/38599 22, New Lane, WA3 7LP.
Householder – Proposed single storey rear extension, formation of pitched roof over existing garage together with loft conversion comprising increase in ridge height by 0.5m and 3no. dormers to front and 1no. dormer to rear, and rendering all elevations.
Resolved
No objection.


2021/218
Culcheth Education Foundation Trust.
Cllr. Bland reported that Croft Primary School had been awarded funds to buy laptops for its pupils.
Funds are available to support others in educational need and approaches should be made via Cllr. Allen.


2021/219
Round Thorn.
Cllr. Allen introduced the topic which was then presented by a resident.
In brief, the issue of poor parking arrangements was first raised in  1999.
In the intervening years, Warrington Borough Council’s senior political figures and its Chief Executive have been involved. Torus, the social housing provider, which now owns the land suited to providing parking facilities have also been involved. No actioned progress has been made.
The situation is that parking causes problems for:
care workers attending residents in Round Thorn;
the school bus collecting and dropping off special needs children; and it might prove to be impenetrable or seriously delay large, emergency services vehicles attending an incident.
Furthermore, the ground in question has become rutted and muddy and is a safety risk.
The main impediments to progress seem to be financial and the assumed presence of underground utilities.
Over the years the resident has actively campaigned for a resolution to the problem. Most recently Torus have reported that they are looking again at the issue. The resident reported that Ms Charlotte Nichols MP has been contacted.
The Parish Council recognised its inability to resolve the problem. The Parish Council committed to offer support to the resident and the other signatories to the petition seeking a remedy, by, in the first instance writing to Ms Nichols MP. Depending on the outcome of that contact, the Parish Council would subsequently seek to engage with the borough council and Torus in a tripartite meeting.  Members wondered if the meeting might benefit by drawing in the expertise of the Parish Council’s planning consultant.


2021/220 Smart Motorways.
Cllr. Partington had circulated a paper which highlighted safety concerns with the smart motorways. He proposed to send the paper to Charlotte Nichols MP, James Grundy MP (for Leigh)  and Mr David Keane, Police & Crime Commissioner.
Resolved
Proposal accepted
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