                             CROFT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

HELD AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 17 APRIL 2018
AT THE CROFT VILLAGE MEMORIAL HALL, MUSTARD LANE, CROFT


Present:
  Councillor Bland MBE (Chair) 
Councillors Cummerson, Griffiths, Partington, Thewsey.


Apologies: Councillor Allen MBE.


2019/1
Code of Conduct – Declarations of Interest.
There were no declarations.

2019/2
Minutes of the meeting held on 20th March 2018.
Following the correction of 2 minor spelling errors
Resolved
Approved.

2019/3
Cheshire Constabulary.
With the exception of incidents relating to travellers on Silver Lane and an unlocked car accessed at the Plough, there were no other matters to report.
PCSO Roger Stevens has been assigned for duties within the Croft, Culcheth and Glazebury areas.
(Other matters relating to Silver Lane are noted later in these minutes.)
 
2019/4 
Matters arising from the Minutes.
2018/243 Detritus under hedges. 
There has been no response from Warrington Borough Council. 
The Clerk arranged for the Grounds Maintenance contractor to inspect the Mustard Lane stretch of footpath, along with Heath Lane’s and Kenyon Lane’s footpaths. The Grounds Maintenance contractor has supplied a day rate for undertaking the work. An estimate from another grounds maintenance company will be sought.
It was suggested that the hedge undergrowth on Southworth Lane should also be cleared.


2019/5
Matters arising from the Minutes.
2018/244 Winwick Lane.
The Parish Council has not yet submitted a response.
The response will be made in tandem with Warrington Borough Council’s submission on the subject.  


2019/6
Matters arising from the Minutes.
2018/245 Parking on Round Thorn
The Clerk had circulated a reply that had been received from Warrington BC. Essentially it showed that the costs of any works would be a minimum of £44,000 and the costs would have to be met by residents of that road.
Members asked the Clerk to invite Warrington BC to issue a letter to all the Round Thorn residents outlining the minimum cost they would have to fund and inviting their response.

 2019/7
Matters arising from the Minutes.
2018/246 Café
Cllr. Bland advised that a local resident with expertise in building works has offered to evaluate the site and make proposals.

2019/8
Matters arising from the Minutes.
2018/247 Traffic volume and speed near Croft Primary School.
The Clerk advised that he had contacted the local Borough Councillors who had responded that they were actively engaged in seeking a pedestrian crossing.
The Clerk has contacted the Police and asked them to monitor and take action against vehicles obstructing the pavements.

2019/9
Matters arising from the Minutes.
2018/249 Speed activated road signs.
The Clerk advised that he had been in touch with Warrington BC about suitable locations for the road signs. The Clerk had also contacted the Neighbourhoods Board who have directed to the Community Initiative Fund. Cllr Bland mentioned that the Police & Crime Commissioner might be able to offer some funding.
Members asked that signs, of the type recently placed in Culcheth & Glazebury Parish be acquired and positioned as soon as is practical and without waiting for outside funding decisions.
2019/10
Matters arising from the Minutes.
2018/268 Flooding on Lady Lane.
Warrington BC have advised the Clerk that the flooding is being caused by water draining from fields. Warrington BC are seeking a remedy to this problem.

2019/11
Local Plan / Parish Plan.
Cllr Bland reported that 10 people are now involved in the group.
The immediate intention is to produce a residents’ survey to be delivered with the Newsletter.
The ambitious target of September for completing the work might have to stretch to October/ November.

2019/12
Silver Lane.
Comments about the mess left after the recent encampment were made. Actions to reduce the risk of recurrence were aired, such as making Silver Lane a motorway access road, stronger padlocks, strong barriers.
The Clerk was asked to invite Borough Councillors, the Travellers Liaison Officer and the Police to the next meeting.

2109/13
Cheshire Community Action.
Resolved
renew subscription at a cost of £50.


2019/14
Croft Youth Activity Centre (CYAC).
The Chairman of the centre’s management group attended the meeting.
He thanked the Parish Council for its financial support.
It was explained that, because of the personal financial implications associated with asset transfer, the CYAC committee had decided to return the running of the centre back to Warrington BC.
A meeting has been held with existing users of CYAC to advise them that Warrington BC would raise the user charge. Users had been asked to look for funding sources to bolster their income so that they could continue to use CYAC. Funding gaps would be supported by CYAC’s existing reserves. The reserves would likely sustain user groups’ funding deficits for 2 years. At that point financial assistance (estimated at £3,000 per year) from the Parish Council would become necessary.
CYAC’s Chairman was thanked by all the Parish Councillors for the work that he and the management team had undertaken over the years.

2019/15 
Newsletter.
Members appraised the Newsletter and considered that, providing costs were not excessive, it would be better printed in colour. The intention to highlight headings in colour was suggested.
The Clerk is to take these matters to the printer.


2019/16 
Financial reports.
The Clerk explained that the Parish Council had underspent its 2017/18 budget and had a year-end surplus of £10,210.2. When added to the existing reserve, the Parish Council’s reserve’s became £77,637.
The Clerk explained that the Parish Council had plans to develop the toilet block and to upgrade fencing in the Playing Field. 
Resolved
that the Clerk’s financial report, the financial statements (budget monitoring reports, bank statements and bank reconciliation, together with a year-end VAT reconciliation),the March creditor schedule totalling £7,533.79 and the investment of  £66,000 with Warrington BC be approved.


2019/17
Planning Application 2018/32542  81, Browmere Drive, WA3 7HS.
Section 192 (Lawful Development Cerificate) – Proposed single storey extension to form new sun lounge. The extension falls within the 4m  allowance for  detached dwellings.
It was noted that there is no statutory opportunity to allow 21 days for comments to be made by the public and Parish Councils on this application.


2019/18
Planning Application 2018/32582   6 Lady Lane, WA3 7AZ 
Householder – Proposed alterations and extensions to the side, front (above the existing garage which is to be converted) and rear dwelling.
Resolved
No objection.


2019/19
Village Caretaker.
The Clerk explained that, without advertising the post, there had been approaches from two individuals and one company to undertake the duty.
One individual had subsequently withdrawn interest.
The other individual is a resident of Croft. 
The Parish Council considered its options and
Resolved
to recruit the individual on a probationary period with a view to permanent recruitment.


2019/20
Recess - Sewerage Work.
It was noted that United Utilities had abandoned their works to upgrade the sewers due to technical difficulties.


2019/21
Recess – Kenyon Hall Nurseries.
In response to a resident’s question, the Parish Council advised that no further news / proposals had been received.


2019/22
Recess - Pot Holes on Lady Lane.
The severity of pot holes on Lady Lane was noted. The pot holes become invisible, and therefore a great danger when the lane is in flood.
The Clerk was asked to bring this to Warrington BC’s attention.
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