                             CROFT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

HELD AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 15 MAY 2018
AT THE CROFT VILLAGE MEMORIAL HALL, MUSTARD LANE, CROFT


Present:
  Councillor Bland MBE (Chair) 
Councillors Allen MBE, Cummerson, Partington, Thewsey.


Apologies: Councillor Griffiths.


2019/23
Code of Conduct – Declarations of Interest.
Cllr Partington declared an interest in Planning Application 2018/32727.


2019/24
Appointment of Chairman for 2018 / 19.
Resolved
Councillor Merril Cummerson be appointed Chairman for the municipal year 2018/19.

Councillor Cummerson then Chaired the meeting.


2019/25
Appointment of Vice Chairman for 2018 / 19.
Resolved
Councillor Carole Thewsey be appointed Vice Chairman for the municipal year 2018 / 19.


2019/26
Appointment of representative to the Village Hall Committee.
Resolved
that Councillors Thewsey represents the Parish Council.


2019/27
Silver Lane – presentation by Ms. D. Taylor, Traveller Liaison Officer.
In Cheshire in 2017 there were 253 encampments, 108 of which were in Warrington. Silver Lane had 6 of those.
Halton BC has opened an official Traveller Site and, thanks to its presence, the 17 encampments it experienced were resolved very quickly.
At Silver Lane, clear-up work has associated one set of rubbish with a particular family who will be contacted by the Police when they return to the Cheshire area.
The Government is currently consulting on new powers to address Traveller issues.
Cheshire East and Cheshire West each have plans for Traveller sites. Location of the site is a contentious issue with residents and this is impacting on Warrington’s site allocation decision.
Any site would be well managed and there is anecdotal evidence to suggest that official sites lead to a reduction in the petty crimes that are associated with encampments.
If an encampment is seen arriving, the following procedure should be followed:
Count how many caravans have arrived and note their location;
Try to determine if the encampment is on public or private land;
Report the matter to the Police and get an incident number;
Phone the Traveller Liaison Team on 0300 123 7727 and they will contact the Police.
The Chair thanked Ms. Taylor for her attendance.
The Clerk was asked to contact Warrington BC expressing frustration at the delay in nominating a Traveller site. The email to be circulated to Councillor Bowden who is Chair of the relevant Traveller Site working group.

2019/28
Minutes of the meeting held on 17th April 2018.
Resolved
Approved.


2019/29
Matters arising from the Minutes.
2019/11 Local Plan / Parish Plan.
The Parish Newsletter will be distributed in the week commencing 21 May and it will contain the Parish Plan Survey. Residents will be able to return their completed forms at a number of venues within the Parish by June 15th.
Publicity generated by the Parish Plan Group will be placed on the noticeboards and posted on the Parish Council’s website and twitter site.

2019/30
Cheshire Constabulary.
There were no significant issues reported in Croft Parish.
The Clerk reported that glass bottles had been broken on the Playing Field and in one place on the children’s play area.

Those matters will be reported to the Police.


2019/31
Local Council Public Advisory Services – Data Protection Officer.
Resolved 
that the Parish Council engages the Local Council Public Advisory Services as its Data Protection Officer.

2019/32
Speed activated road signs. 
Members examined the maps submitted by Warrington BC which proposed suitable locations for the new signs.
Resolved
that the Clerk informs Warrington BC that the sign for Croft Primary School be located on the approach to the school from Culcheth, and that the sign for St.Lewis School be placed on the approach to the school from Croft Village.


2019/33
Receipt from Warrington BC.
Members noted the receipt for its investment with Warrington BC.

2019/34
Playing Field – Operational Inspection report.
Members noted that the risks associated with the play equipment were classified as ‘low’.
Members noted that work is needed on some equipment and on the softpore and will consider progressing the matter when competitive quotes are received.


2019/35
Insurance Documents.
The insurance documents were reviewed by Members.
Resolved


Approved.


2019/36
Safeguarding public money.
The safeguarding public money report was reviewed by Members.
Resolved
the safeguarding public money report be accepted and approved.


2019/37
Standing Orders.
The Standing Orders were reviewed by Members.
Resolved
the Standing Orders be approved and adopted for the municipal year 2018/19.


2019/38
Financial Regulations.
The Financial Regulations were reviewed by Members.
Resolved
the Financial Regulations be approved and adopted for the municipal year 2018/19.


2019/39
Code of Conduct for Members.
The Code of Conduct for Members report was reviewed by Members.
Resolved 
the Code of Conduct for Members be approved and adopted for the municipal year 2018/19.

2019/40
Risk assessment.
The risk assessment report was reviewed by Members.
Resolved
the risk assessment report be accepted and approved for the municipal year 2018/19.


2019/41
Complaints Policy.
The complaints policy report was reviewed by Members.
Resolved
the complaints policy report be adopted for the municipal year 2018/19.


2019/42
Asset Register.
The latest asset register was reviewed by Members.
Resolved
the asset register be approved.


2019/43
Financial Reports
The Clerk advised that the bank statements had not been received from the bank so no financial reports had been completed for April. 


2019/44
Planning Application 2018/32727 6 Main Lane WA3 4AZ.
Householder – Proposed replacement of rear conservatory with single storey rear extension.
Resolved
No objection.


2019/45
Planning Application 2018/32674  12 Dam Lane WA3 7HF.
Full planning – proposed demolition of existing dwelling house and detached garage and replacement with new 6 bedroomed detached 2.5 storey dwelling with attached garage.
Resolved
No objection.


2019/46
Planning Application 2018/32623 The Old Rectory, Lady Lane WA3 7AU.
Householder – proposed extension with minor internal and landscape alterations.
Resolved 
That the Parish Council, while it wishes to support the applicant as much as possible, objects on the grounds that it felt the development was too large in the green belt and that it would affect the Church amenity and was not in keeping with the building.


2019/47
Planning Application 2018/32514 Land between A49 Winwick Road to A573 Parkside Road.
This application was subject to a detailed appraisal by a consultant working on behalf of this Parish Council and Culcheth & Glazebury Parish Council. 
Members had reviewed and approved the appraisal and an objection had submitted to Warrington BC and St. Helens MBC
Resolved
Objection confirmed.

To comply with Warrington Borough Council’s 21 day response rule which required a response before this meeting, early in the month the following three planning applications had been distributed to Members for their views.


2019/48
Planning Application 2018/32568 618B Warrington Road, WA3 6BG. 
Householder – Proposed double garage in the attached paddock at back of the house to link to garage proposed at the adjacent property.
Resolved
no objection.


2019/49
Planning Application 2018/32569 618A Warrington Road, WA3 6BG. 
Householder – Proposed double garage in the attached paddock at back of the house to link to garage proposed at the adjacent property.
Resolved
no objection.


2019/50
Planning Application 2018/32656  9 Lord Street, WA3 7DB.
Non material amendment – proposed addition of small side porch to utility room revised design and enlargement of garden room.
This was not a planning application so there was no opportunity for comments to be made or for referring the application to the development management services committee.


2019/51
Recess – Bench at Cross Lane.
A resident noted that the bench had not been repositioned.
The Clerk will ask Cllr. Griffiths if his contact is able to make any progress with this matter.


2019/52
Recess – Maythorn Avenue.
A resident noted that, following recent works in the area, a bollard is out of alignment.
The Clerk to contact Warrington BC.


2019/53
Recess – lamp standard removed from New Lane.
A resident noted that following the removal of the lamp standard, a hole had been left which could prove dangerous.
The Clerk to contact Warrington BC.


2019/54 
Member’s referral.
It was noted that the owner of Sirocco is to appeal an enforcement notice regarding the track to Heath Lane.

2019/55
Member’s Referral
The Clerk was asked to arrange for Mr. Tune of Warrington BC to meet with Members to discuss a weight restriction on Stone Pit Lane. 


2019/56
Exclusion of the Public (including the Press).
Resolved
That members of the public (including the press) be excluded from the meeting by reason of the confidential nature of the following item of business.


2019/57
Administrative Support for the Clerk.
Resolved 
that the immediate appointment of administrative support be approved.
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