                             CROFT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

HELD AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 18 APRIL 2017
AT THE CROFT VILLAGE MEMORIAL HALL, MUSTARD LANE, CROFT


Present:
  Councillor  Allen MBE (Chair) 
Councillors Cummerson, Bland MBE, Griffiths, Partington, Thewsey.

Apologies: None.
Part 1 
2018/1
Code of Conduct – Declarations of Interest.
None
2018/2
Minutes of 21st March Meeting.
Resolved
Approved.



2018/3
Matters arising from the minutes.
2017/264 Joint Meeting
Given that a General Election had now been called for the same date, the meeting will need to be rescheduled. 

2018/4
Matters arising from the minutes.
2017/271 Litter picking.
The Parish Council excludes some routes from the Caretaker’s litter picking rounds because they are considered too dangerous. EDR declined the contract to litter pick on those roads for the same reason.
The Clerk visited the routes with a Warrington BC manager who confirmed the routes as being too dangerous.

2018/5
Matters arising from the minutes.
2017/276 Highways Issues.
The matters have been addressed or are being investigated by Warrington BC.


2018/6
Matters arising from the minutes.
2017/277 Motorway Bridge.
Highways England will be carrying out remedial works in the near future and have the embankments on their litter picking rounds.

2018/7
Correspondence.
Noted.
Councillors asked the Clerk to write to the resident who is experiencing difficulties with a neighbour’s house extension.





2018/8
Cheshire Constabulary.
The Officer reported that there had been an incident of criminal damage to a car in Sandy Lane and that there had been incidents where threats had been made against a male in Kingsmead Court. There had been a verbal threat by a parent at Croft School.


2018/9
Financial Statements to 31st March 2017.
Resolved
approved.


2018/10
Audit of Accounts 2016/17 – Annual Governance Statement 2016/17.
The Parish Council considered each of points one to nine of the Annual Governance Statement 2016/17 and
Resolved
that the Annual Governance Statement 2016/17 be approved and signed by the Chairman.


2018/11
Audit of Accounts 2016/17 – Accounting Statement 2016/17 for Croft Parish Council.
The Parish Council inspected the accounting statement, the asset register and supporting variance explanations.
Resolved
that the accounting statements be approved and signed by the Chairman.


2017/12
Borough Councillor’s report.
Councillor Grime reported that:
Housing benefits are now forming part of universal credit and this move has been accompanied by a reluctance by private sector landlords to accommodate those on benefits.
Air quality near schools is to be monitored particularly at school starting and closing times when the idling engines of parents’ cars are being perceived as causing excessive pollution.
School funding has fallen overall for Warrington. This will likely led to a fall in teaching / support staff.
Culcheth Library options are still under consideration. Any commercial, shared usage proposal would need a strong and enduring business plan to merit the capital works needed to bring the facility up to date. 

2018/13
Playability - request for financial contribution.
Resolved
£200.
Members suggested that the organisation might wish to publicise its services via a stall at the Croft Carnival.

2018/14
Brainwave - request for financial contribution.
Members asked the Clerk to keep this request on file until later in the year when it could be assessed alongside other new requests for financial contributions.


2018/15
Croft Carnival.
Resolved
in the event of inclement weather, and subject to the move meeting the Carnival Committee’s safety assessment, permission be granted for the large fun fair attractions to be sited on the Playing Field car park.

2018/16
Weight limit on Winwick Lane.
Councillor Allen briefed about the cordial and informative meeting held at Leigh Town Hall on 7th April.
Culcheth & Glazebury Parish Council had rejected the imposition of a weight limit as there are concerns that displaced traffic will find its way on to local roads.
Ms Jones MP has expressed her opposition to the proposal and is seeking the support of Warrington BC.
Resolved
that Mr. Tune of Warrington BC be advised of Croft Parish Council’s opposition to the weight limit proposal and that the email be circulated to Ms Jones MP.

201/17
East Area Board
Councillor Bland attends these meetings but reported that at the start of the most recent meeting it was announced by the Borough Council that the South, West and East Boards were being disbanded. 
Parish Councils will be able to apply to Warrington BC for funding from the now centrally held resource.
Councillor Bland said that voluntary groups attending the meeting were dismayed at its abrupt termination. 
Groups agreed to meet informally to determine the practical steps they might take in light of the surprise announcement.  



2018/18
Croft Youth Activity Centre.
Warrington BC has offered the CYAC Committee a choice between letting the Borough Council operate the facility and set the fees and charges for all users; or for the Committee to enter into a long term lease at a cost likely to be in the region of £15,000 per annum plus capital costs of say £10,000 per annum.
It was recognised that CYAC is a valuable asset to the community providing a useful, affordable venue for all groups.
Resolved
That Ms Parratt of Warrington BC be invited to the June Parish Council meeting to explain the proposals and their implications. 

2018/19
Recess.
A resident complained that the Parish Council’s position on Wild Wings being sited at Taylor Business Park seemed to have changed.
2018/20
Telephone Boxes.
The Clerk was asked to find out what will happen to the telephone boxes which no have no connection to the telephone network. 

2018/21
Planning Application No: 2017/30168   9, Latona Close, WA3 7AE
Householder - Proposed single storey rear extension.
Resolved
No objection.


2018/22
Planning Application No: 2017/30156 9, Birchall Street WA3 7HY.
Householder - Proposed single first floor extension and alterations to the ground floor of dwelling.
Resolved
No objection.


2018/23
Planning Application No: 201730170
Request for EIA Scoping Opinion -  Employment Devt & Associated Servicing Infrastructure. Former Parkside Colliery.
This scoping request is in the public domain but comments and objections have not yet been invited.


2018/24
Members referral
Members agreed to develop criteria for the award of grants.  

2018/25
Exclusion of the Public (including the Press).
Resolved
That members of the public (including the press) be excluded from the meeting by reason of the confidential nature of the following item of business.

2018/26
Financial.
Creditor payments for March 2017.
Resolved
Accepted.
2018/27
Investment
Resolved
that the Parish Council places reserve funds on 7 day notice with Warrington BC. 
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